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1.0 PROGRAM MANAGEMENT

1.1 Purpose

The Whitewater Region Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP) describes those activities and programs 
implemented by the Permittees to manage Urban Runoff to comply with the requirements of the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) permit 
(MS4 Permit) for the Whitewater River Region.  A glossary of the terms, abbreviations and acronyms 
used in this document is provided in Appendix A.

1.2 Regulatory Framework

The effort to control Pollution associated with stormwater/Urban Runoff is the result of over thirty years 
of legislative effort beginning with the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, which is also referred to as 
the Clean Water Act (CWA).  The CWA was amended in 1972 to provide that the discharge of Pollutants 
to Waters of the United States is effectively prohibited unless the discharge is in compliance with a 
NPDES permit.  In 1987 Congress enacted the Water Quality Control Act that amended portions of the 
CWA and included §402(p), which established requirements for permitting stormwater discharges.  CWA 
§402(p) required that the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) establish regulations 
setting forth a program of NPDES applications and corresponding permits for stormwater discharges 
associated with industrial activities and for stormwater discharges from MS4s.  CWA §402(p) also 
requires that NPDES MS4 permits include:

1. A requirement to effectively prohibit non-stormwater discharges into the MS4; and

2. Controls to reduce the discharge of Pollutants in stormwater discharges to the maximum extent 
practicable (MEP), including management practices, control techniques and systems, design and 
engineering methods and such other provisions as the Administrator or the State determines 
appropriate for the control of such Pollutants. 

USEPA’s Final Rule for NPDES Permit Application Regulations for Stormwater Discharges became 
effective December 17, 1990 and is often referred to as the “Phase I stormwater regulations.”  The Phase I 
stormwater regulations are administered nationwide through the USEPA’s NPDES program.  The Phase I 
stormwater regulations require that the management program for a MS4 includes a comprehensive 
planning process which involves public participation and, where necessary, inter-governmental 
coordination, to reduce the discharge of Pollutants to the MEP using management practices, control 
techniques and systems, design and engineering methods, and such other provisions which are 
appropriate.  The Phase I stormwater regulations also specify who is covered; prescribes a variety of 
required information-gathering, planning, and reporting activities; and sets forth a schedule for 
compliance.  The Phase I stormwater regulations also set forth requirements for specific industrial 
activities.

In response to the Phase I stormwater regulations, the Riverside County Flood Control & Water 
Conservation District (District), the County of Riverside (County), the Coachella Valley Water District 
(CVWD), and the Cities of Banning, Cathedral City, Coachella, Desert Hot Springs, Indian Wells, Indio, 
La Quinta, Palm Desert, Palm Springs, and Rancho Mirage (collectively, Permittees) submitted Part 1 and 
Part 2 applications to the California Regional Water Quality Control Board – Colorado River Basin 










