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6. PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 

 
The initial construction site inspection program element was described in the 
Enforcement/Compliance Strategy (E/CS) as required by the 1996 MS4 Permit.  The construction 
site inspection program has been an effective element of the Santa Ana Regional DAMP.  
However, this program element has been revised to address the requirements of the 2002 MS4 
Permit, and is now described in the DAMP Section 7. 
 
INVENTORY DATABASE 
 
In conformance with Provision No. IX.A.1, each Co-Permittee developed and maintains an 
inventory database (or databases) of construction sites 1-acre or larger for which they have issued a 
building or grading permit.  These databases are updated with new projects added when the project 
is issued a building or grading permit or when the pre-construction meeting has occurred.  Projects 
are removed from the database when construction is completed and the project’s building or 
grading permit is closed.  The inventory and database was initiated in October 2003 and was 
reported in the 2003 Annual Report.  An example of the inventory database is included as Figure 
6-1 at the end of this section.  Permittee databases are included with the respective Permittee 
submittal section of this report under Appendix G. 
 
Provision IX.A.2 requires each Co-Permittee to inspect all inventoried construction sites, document 
relevant site information and include into the inventory database.  In establishing priorities for 
inspection of construction sites, each Co-Permittee shall also prioritize construction sites as high, 
medium or low threat to Receiving Water quality.  
 
Provision IX.A.3 and 10 require that each Co-Permittee also conduct construction site inspections 
for compliance with its ordinances, including its Storm Water Ordinance, regulations, codes and 
the WQMP and that each Permittee document the number of inspections and actions taken and 
summarize those actions and report on them annually.   
 
When conducting construction site inspections, the Co-Permittees’ construction site inspectors, at a 
minimum, address the following items: 
 
• For projects of one acre or more, verify that an NOI has been submitted to the State Board or 

to the Santa Ana Regional Board (projects in the San Jacinto watershed).  Verification may 
be in the form of a copy of the NOI and cancelled check or copy of the NOI Receipt letter 
from the State Board showing the Waste Discharge Identification (WDID) Number issued for 
the site.  

• For projects of one acre or more, verify that a SWPPP is on-site. 
• Confirm compliance with the local jurisdiction’s stormwater ordinance. 
• Check for poorly managed authorized non-stormwater discharges or evidence of 

unauthorized non-stormwater discharges that may be potential illicit connections or illegal 
discharges to a MS4. 
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Some Co-Permittees have chosen to document this construction site inspection information on a 
separate form, while other Co-Permittees have chosen to incorporate this information into existing 
inspection forms.  An example construction site inspection form is shown as Figure 6-2 at the end 
of this section. 
 
 
INSPECTOR TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 
Provision Nos. IX.A.5 & 6 require the Co-Permittees to provide training to staff involved in 
inspecting construction sites. 
 
Co-Permittee staff responsible for conducting construction site inspections receive annual training 
regarding the following topics: 
 
• The local jurisdiction’s Storm Water Ordinance and other local jurisdiction resolutions and 

codes related to protection of water quality, 
• The 2002 MS4 Permit, 
• The Construction Activity Permits, and  
• The local jurisdiction’s enforcement and compliance strategy/policy for construction sites. 
 
This annual training for construction site inspectors is conducted prior to October 1, the start of the 
rainy season.  The Co-Permittees ensure that newly-hired municipal staff or transferred municipal 
staff receive formal training within 6 months of beginning their inspection duties.  A summary of 
the Permittees' efforts is provided in Table 6-1. 
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TABLE 6-1.  CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES SUMMARY TABLE 
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N o t e s :

F a c i l i t y  N a m e  ( d b a )        
S e e  N o t e  A .

W D I D  N o .  
( G e n e r a l  P e r m i t )

N o .  o f  
S t o r m w a t e r  
I n s p e c t i o n s

P r o j e c t  T y p e

P r o j e c t   L o c a t i o n

B .    P r o v i d e  T r a c t  N u m b e r s  o r  A s s e s s o r  P a r c e l  N o s .  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  i d e n t i f y  F a c i l i t y  ( P r o j e c t ) .
C .    E n t e r  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  P e r m i t  N o s .  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  i d e n t i f y  F a c i l i t y  ( P r o j e c t ) .
D .    E n t e r  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  e a c h  t y p e  o f  e n f o r c e m e n t  a c t i o n  f o r  e a c h  F a c i l i t y  ( P r o j e c t ) .

S i t e  S i z e

A .    N a m e  o f  p r o j e c t ,  d e v e l o p e r ,  o r  p l a n n i n g  a r e a .   T h e  f a c i l i t y  n a m e  a s  u s e d  b y  R e g i o n a l  B o a r d s  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  W a t e r  
R e s o u r c e s  C o n t r o l  B o a r d  C o n s t r u c t i o n  G e n e r a l  P e r m i t  d a t a b a s e  ( C o l u m n  t i t l e d  " F a c i l i t y _ S i t e N a m e " )  o r  f r o m  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  N o t i c e  o f  
I n t e n t .

P R O J E C T  G E N E R A L  I N F O R M A T I O N

P r o j e c t  
P r i o r i t y

 
FIGURE 6-1 – CONSTRUCTION SITE INVENTORY DATABASE                 
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FIGURE 6-2 EXAMPLE CONSTRUCTION SITE INSPECTION FORM 
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